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DISAFFILIATION

DISCERNMENT
OF TRINITY HILL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

As part of our plans moving forward in 2023, the
leadership of Trinity Hill United Methodist Church has
decided to pursue the disaffiliation process from the
United Methodist General Conference. It is crucial for
current members to understand the required steps
before our church vote takes place on FEBRUARY 16,
2023. The following provides relevant answers and
obligations if our church votes yes to complete the
disaffiliation process.

WHEN DO WE VOTE? February 16, 7:30 p.m., in the
sanctuary of Trinity Hill United Methodist Church

WHO CAN VOTE? Current members of Trinity Hill
United Methodist Church

HOW WILL THE VOTE BE CONDUCTED?

The members present will constitute a quorum.

A 2/3 vote is required to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church. We will vote by paper ballot.

WHAT IS THE COST TO DISAFFILIATE?

We are required to be up-to-date on our apportion-
ments, which we are. And we are required to pay
another year's apportionments. We are also required

to pay the “unfunded pension liability,” a number deter-

mined by the agency managing the United Methodist

Church’s pension, WesPath. When we pay the unfunded
pension liability, we are making sure there are adequate

funds to cover the pensions of the pastors who have
served Trinity Hill.
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Here is the breakdown of the cost to disaffiliate:

Unpaid Conference Apportionments $ 41,999.30
(June 22-May 2023)

Future 12 months of Conference Apportionments $  69,723.90

Unpaid District Apportionments $ 7,248.01
(June 22-May 2023)

Future 12 months of District Apportionments $ 10458.59

Total Apportionments due $ 129,429.80
Pension Withdrawal Liability $ 133,157.41
Total disaffiliation cost $262,587.21

Trinity Hill paid all apportionments due in 2022, and
we will also do so this year, so the “unpaid conference
apportionments” and “unpaid district apportionments”
will not factor into the final total amount we pay to the
Annual Conference. There may be minor adjustments
to the “Future 12 Months of Apportionments” based
on our giving through May 2023, but the “Unpaid
Apportionments” should be deducted from the
$262,587.21 total number to get the amount we

will have to send to the Annual Conference in a final
payment. The Finance Committee is working the plan
to fund the Disaffiliation payment, should the
membership vote in favor of disaffiliating.

DO WE GET TO KEEP OUR PROPERTY?

The United Methodist Church is governed by a Trust
Clause (Book of Discipline 2501) which means that all
property and assets are held in trust for the United
Methodist Denomination, by the Annual Conference.
The 2020 General Conference allowed for a waiver to
the Trust Clause, through December 2023.
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Bishop Fairley and the KY Annual Conference leadership
have from the beginnings of the disaffiliation process
dealt with churches fairly and graciously on this matter.
In order to not cloud a church’s decision by creating an
insurmountable burden of the church buying its own
building, The Kentucky Annual Conference has not
made the property value of a church any part of the
disaffiliation process.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOLLOWING A VOTE TO
DISAFFILIATE?

If we do indeed vote to disaffiliate, there are a number
of things we have to do to complete the legal process
of disaffiliation.

By MAY 1, 2023, we need to have completed and
sent all deed work to the Annual Conference, along
with a certified check for disaffiliation cost.

The Annual Conference meets JUNE 5-7, 2023, and
if we have voted to disaffiliate, it will be approved at
the Annual Conference.

By JUNE 30, 2023, we need to remove all United
Methodist signage from the building and property.
We must hand over to the District Superintendent
copies of all administrative records (administrative
council minutes, membership roll, baptismal certifi-
cates, confirmation records, etc.) These will be in the
safe-keeping of the Annual Conference.

Once we have completed these steps, the Annual
Conference will release the deed and signed disaffilia-
tion papers, and deposit our check.
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WHY ARE WE DISAFFILIATING?

Ad Council approved to move forward in understanding
the disaffiliation process in November 2022. This deci-
sion was made due to the ongoing conflict in The United
Methodist Church concerning human sexuality.

ARE WE VOTING TO JOIN THE GLOBAL METHODIST
CHURCH (GMC)?

No, that is an entirely different discussion. The issue at
hand is whether we will disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church. If we do, then we have to decide
where we go. GMC, Free Methodist, Wesleyan, Inde-
pendent; there are many options, which the church
would investigate at a later time if we vote to disaffiliate.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO OUR “CONNECTIONAL
MINISTRIES”" —CAMPS, WESLEY FOUNDATIONS,
METHODIST CHILDREN'S HOME, ETC?

Back when it looked like there would be a straightfor-
ward plan of separation by action of the General
Conference, we would have simply moved to some
other Methodist expression, and there was broad scale
agreement to continue to work together in those minis-
tries. It will be up to each church to decide where they
go after disaffiliation, and then whether to support those
ministries.

REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Trinity Hill is working hard to communicate our answers
and provide the necessary information to members prior
to our church vote. Each Sunday School class and small
group will have a designated person to help our efforts.
Please email us at INFO.TRINITYHILL@GMAIL.COM or
contact the church office for further inquiries.

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same
. love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more

significant than yourselves.”

Philippians 2:1-3
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